WHCSD RETURN TO
LEARN FRAMEWORK
All information within this plan has been based upon the guidelines provided by the
state of Ohio, the Center for Disease Control (CDC), and the Cleveland Clinic. They
are subject to change according to updated directives from the state for school
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Development of the Re-Opening
On March 12, 2020, Ohio schools were alerted to the impeding dangers of the COVID-19 virus. School within our state proceeded
to develop a plan that will allow for continuous, quality instruction for all students. Within one day following the announcement
from Governor Mike DeWine to close schools, the Warrensville Heights City School District was able to respond efficiently.
The district used the experience gained from the closing of schools to develop a better understanding of both the COVID-19 virus
and how to continue instruction of our students within a challenging environment.
Under the charge of Superintendent Donald Jolly, the School Re-Entry Committee was developed. Convening subcommittees
were charged with responding to the variety of needs within a school district. In addition, data gathered from parent and teacher
surveys were used to ensure that all stakeholders were included within this process.
The WHCSD Return to Learn plan is aligned to the Reset and Restart Education Planning Guide provided the state of Ohio and
guidelines provided by the CDC. In addition, this document was informed by the staff and families of the Warrensville Heights
City School District.
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Safety Measures
All safety measures within this plan are consistent with guidelines provided by the CDC, the state of Ohio, and Cleveland Clinic recommendations
for reopening schools.

Masks

Sanitation of Areas

All students and staff
will be required to wear
face coverings in
common areas
(hallways, office areas,
etc.). It is highly
recommended that face
coverings are worn
inside the classrooms.
Accommodations will
be made for those
students or staff
members individually
who may need to wear
face shields instead of
face masks because of
breathing issues.

Some areas within the
building will require a
higher level of
cleaning. High-touch
surfaces as in sinks,
desks, and
doorknobs/handles
should receive a
priority level of
attention with regards
to disinfecting.

Daily Screening for All
Students

Social Distancing

Limiting Gathering
and Group Sizes

Upon entering the
building or accessing
the bus, student
temperatures will be
taken as a safeguard to
the spread of COVID19.

Classroom desks will be
setup to provide social
distancing.

Arrival/dismissal will be
staggered.

Hallway transitions will
be minimized and may
include teacher
transitions instead of
students.
Hallway markers and
visual cues will be placed
throughout the
buildings.
.

Students will not hold
assemblies or lunch in a
large group.
Classroom
sizes/numbers will be
reduced.
Scheduled restroom
breaks will help limit
student interaction.

*In addition to the proposed safety measures, WHCSD will limit visitors entering the building at all sites.
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The following are general considerations provide by the Cleveland Clinic to reduce the spread of COVID-19 within schools.

Wear a mask:
Protect yourself and others
in public with a face mask
covering or shield in public.
Try to avoid touching your
face.

Wash your hands:
Stop the spread of diseasecausing germs by washing
your hands often. Use hand
sanitizer if soap and water
are not available.

Cover your mouth and
nose:
When you cough or sneeze,
cover your mouth and nose
with a tissue or sleeve.

Stay home when sick:
Avoid leaving home if you
are sick.

Practice social distancing:
Maintain a 6 –foot distance
from others. Avoid group
gatherings and crowded
places.

Clean and disinfect:
Use a virus-killing
disinfectant to clean high
tough areas such as
keyboards, doorknobs,
handles, and sinks.

Maintain healthy habits:
Get enough sleep, eat
healthy foods, drink plenty of
water and exercise to help
keep your immune system
strong.

Social Distancing and Face
While we are taking several precautions throughout the building, this area of the plan provides you with information of how we will be keeping
students safe through the use of masks and social distancing.

Why everyone should wear a mask
According to the CDC, COVID-19 is spread between people interacting
in close proximity even if those people are not exhibiting symptoms.
With this, the CDC has recommended the wearing of face coverings in
public to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and helps with slowing the
spread from those who have the virus and do not know that they have
the potential of spreading to others.
Face coverings, however, are not a substitute for social distancing,
personal hygiene, or routine cleanings. At Warrensville Heights City
Schools, we are functioning under the belief that multiple measures
should be used in chorus in order to increase safety of staff and
students. While each level may have its limitations when used
individually, when used together consistently the risk of COVID-19
transmission is reduced.

Graphic by Cleveland Clinic

How we will promote social distancing
Within each building visual aids are displayed throughout buildings.
In addition, video reminders and announcements will be made to
remind students of how they should be social distancing at all times.
Classroom will be arranged in a manner that will account for 3-6 feet
distance between student desks. An additional layer of protection
will be provided on each desk where desk shields will be installed.
Building entry and exit with a limited number of scholars at a time.
Some buildings have created additional entrances and exits to avoid
student congestion.
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Social Distancing and Face
While we are taking several precautions throughout the building, this area of the plan provides you with information of how we will be keeping
students safe through the use of masks and social distancing.

Face Coverings (Students)
 WHCSD will create a face covering policy to supplement
social distancing, especially when social distancing is not
possible.
 The face covering policy will take into account the age of
students, physical environments of the facilities, length of
day, student activities and unique developmental or medical
needs of students.
 The school will maintain documentation noting the rationale
for the exclusion of face coverings in particular situations or
when based on the developmental needs of students.
 For students who have a medical exemption from face
coverings, the school will request a physician note indicating
the student should be exempt (without identifying the
medical diagnosis).

 Where face coverings are not possible or practical, schools
will identify other potential physical protections, such as
plastic face shields or plastic dividers on tables, whenever
possible.
 With the ODH/CDC exceptions for individuals noted
above, face coverings will be required by students during
the following times:
o Waiting at a bus stop
o Riding a bus
o Entering/Exiting the school building
o Transitioning between classes
o Going through food service line in cafeteria
o Working in small groups (i.e. class projects) where
students need to have smaller than 6 feet radius

 Students will not receive punitive consequences for failure to
wear face coverings. If the student demonstrates a
consistent inability to follow the school face covering policy,
the school administrator(s) will work with the family to
determine any of the following: 1) strategies to help student
comply, 2) a need for an exemption based on developmental
or medical needs, or 3) whether virtual learning is a safer
option for the individual student.
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Social Distancing and Face
While we are taking several precautions throughout the building, this area of the plan provides you with information of how we will be keeping
students safe through the use of masks and social distancing.

Face Coverings (Staff)
 With the ODH/CDC exceptions noted above, face coverings
will be required by teachers, staff and administrators in any
common area or when there is not a constant distance of 6
feet between the teacher and the students during
instruction.
 It is recommended the teachers use a clear screen or shield
cover while teaching to mitigate disruption to learning.
 Teachers will not be required to wear face coverings when
working alone within their classroom.
 Teachers or nurses who are assisting students with self-care
or medical support, will wear additional personal protective
equipment when including gloves, eye protection and a N95
mask.
 Environmental cleaning staff will wear additional personal
protective equipment while cleaning anything with bodily
fluids.
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Screening Process
The CDC and some states, including Ohio, have recommended screening of students prior to entering the school. Here is the screening workflow

YES

At the building: Students
will receive a second
temperature check. If
temperature remains,
student will be sent to a
designated area and seen
by the nurse. Parents will
then be called to pick up
their student.

Thermal Scanners

Check temperature
of students prior to
entering the
building

Is temperature
greater than
100° F?

NO

On the bus: Parents are
required to walk their child
to the bus (elementary).
Students who have a
temperature greater than
100.4 will be asked to return
home. Parents will be
contacted for middle and
high schoolers.

Student will proceed to
class.
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Monitoring County COVID-19 Levels
The Public Health Advisory Alert System is a color-coded system designed to supplement existing statewide orders through a data-driven framework to
assess the degree of the virus’ spread and to engage and empower individuals, businesses, communities, local governments, and others in their response
and actions.

To assist our decision making with
transitioning students back into
school safety, WHCSD will continue
to monitor the Public Health
Advisory Alert System.
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WHCSD Response To Risk Levels
As exposure levels decrease provided by the Public Heal Advisory Alert System, students will transition between phases. Though students will
transition back in to schools using this plan, the remote learning will remain an option for all students.

LEVEL 4
 Remote learning for all students
delivered each day
 Breakfast and Lunches provided
at the daily drop offs

 Students will continue to use the
technology provided to them to
access Google Classroom and
other platforms

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2

 In-Person/blended learning
approach will be adopted
 K-12 students will use the A/B Day
schedule

LEVEL 1
 Campus Reopens for all students
 Safety precautions will remain

 All low incident, SPED students
will meet daily
 Remote Learning Option:
Students can continue their
remote learning option
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WHCSD School Re-entry
To ensure that we are responding to the needs of our students, WHCSD has developed focus areas for continuing to effectively provide
instruction for our students. With this, students will be able to select the mode to allow them to matriculate through the school year.

A/B Day Schedule

Online/Blended
Learning

CCP Program Students

Low Incidence Special
Education Students

Full Remote Learning

This option of schooling
will allow for the
student body to be split
into two groups (A and
B). Group A will attend
school on Mondays and
Thursdays while Group
B will attend school on
Tuesdays and Fridays.
On all other days,
students will be working
on online assignments
prepared by their
teachers. The district
will ensure that families
remain on the same
schedule.

The online instructional
option will allow
students to be provided
instruction by a certified
teacher. Detailed
directions and
expectations for this
approach has been
developed for both
elementary and
secondary students.

Students who are
enrolled in our CCP
program are required
to participate in the
courses as directed by
the college/university
attended.

In an effort to best
support out low
incidence Special
Education students,
those students will be
required to attend
school on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays.

While an online option
may be provided to
certain grade levels, this
option will be
designated for students
who are unable to
return to school. This
option will require a full
semester commitment
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Online/Blended Learning
The online instructional option will allow students to be providing instruction by a certified teacher. Detailed directions and expectations for this
approach have been developed for both elementary and secondary students.

Recommendation: Teachers will create videos that address the daily objective(s) for each day to keep the flow of instruction consistent for both
on-site and remote learning instruction. The videos would provide direct instruction, which should last no longer than 15 minutes with practice
and self-check opportunities. This would allow all scholars to participate every day even if remotely. Remote learning instruction needs to be
flexible and video recording allows “at-home scholars” to engage daily without interrupting the flow of daily instruction.
What does this look like? Teachers will use recorded lessons to substitute on-site lessons for scholars who are at home. If a scholar is in a Blue
Group receiving instruction at school, Gold Group scholars are viewing the videos of those lessons at home. The next day Blue Group scholars will
receive their instruction from a video while the Gold Group scholars receive it in person at school (see below).

How Will Scholars Receive Their Daily Instruction?

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

BLUE
GROUP

In-person
Instruction

Online
Instruction

ALL STUDENTS
ONLINE

In-person
Instruction

Online
Instruction

GOLD
GROUP

Online
Instruction

In-person
Instruction

ALL STUDENTS
ONLINE

Online
Instruction

In-person
Instruction
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Online/Blended Instruction
Continued
The online instructional option will allow students to be providing instruction by a certified teacher. Detailed directions and expectations for this
approach have been developed for both elementary and secondary students.
Key Information

 This approach will ensure that all students are able to be
provided with both in-person instruction and utilize online
instructional practices.
 Frequency of Remote Lessons: 2-3 days per week
 Remote Lesson Duration: Pre-recorded 15 minutes
 Remote Lesson Learning Platform: Google Classroom
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Transportation
Safety measures are being taken to ensure that students are safe within the transition to and from school. The following are the safety measures
being used by the Warrensville Heights City School District.
Transporting to Schools
o The bus driver will wear a face covering at all times
o The students will wear a face covering while waiting at the bus stop and while riding the bus
o Students are asked to social distance at the bus stop while awaiting transport
o Student temperatures will be taken prior to entering the bus
o Parents of elementary students will be asked to walk and wait for student temperatures to be
taken
o Sanitation stations are placed on each bus for usage as students enter
o Students may be seated up to 2 per seat, within the same family whenever possible
o If a student is not able to wear a face covering on the bus due to developmental or medical
reasons, the school will encourage (but not require) families to provide individual
transportation for their child
Sanitizing Buses
o Buses will be sanitized completely after each route
o Drivers will be provided various personal protective equipment and materials to help decrease
the transmission of the COVID-19 virus (thermometers, masks, gloves, cleaning materials, etc.)
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Athletics
The WHCSD Athletic Department will adopt the protocols provided by the Ohio Department of Health guidelines for athletic participation.
Athletic practices will follow those Sector guidelines released by ODH,
if applicable. General practices are below:
 All participants and coaches must maintain 6-foot social
distancing, except in instances where it is not possible
 Install physical barriers or visual cues to ensure spectators must
maintain 6 feet between families.
 Spectators must not enter the player area – either the field or
benches.
 All participants, coaches, instructors, or umpires must conduct
a self-assessment check for symptoms as noted above for staff
and students. If any individual displays a fever of 100°F or
more, or any of the other symptoms noted above, they should
not attend the practice or event.
 Immediately isolate anyone developing symptoms and
following the school-day procedures above for leaving or
sending home.
 All participants, coaches, instructors or umpires must follow
the “no touch” rule to avoid physical contact. This includes
high-fives, huddles or other close contact.
 Participants, coaches, instructors or umpires must not share
individual items or equipment. Any district equipment that is
shared must be sanitized before, during and after the practice
or event. No team water coolers or shared drinking stations.
 All participants must wear face coverings including players
coaches, fans and umpires, however players actively
participating on the field can remove them during play.

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Coaches and instructors should designate space for each player
to maintain six-foot space during practice.
There will be no congregating before or after the training,
practice or event.
Practice facilities must have enough space for social distancing
on and off the field of play.
For non-contact sports, event organizers must alert their County
Department of Heath prior to any competitive tournament.
The organizer must maintain a list of coaches, players,
employees at each event (date, start/end time, name, address,
phone) to be available to the Department of Health, if needed.
If there are multiple activities or teams, allow enough time
between sessions to allow teams to exit before others arrive.
There are no scrimmages or games until further notice for
contact sports.
Clean and disinfect any restrooms every two hours, especially
high-touch areas.
Close locker rooms and group shower areas – except for rinsing
between swimming events.
Independent showers can only be used if cleaned and sanitized
between each use.
Players should arrive no more than 10 minutes early or wait in
designated areas with appropriate social distancing.
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What If Someone Is Sick
Staff and students are asked to remain home in if they are feeling sick.

Have staff conduct self-assessments of their symptoms before entering the
building.

 If staff have any of the following symptoms, they should remain
home:
o Fever over 100°F
o Cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever,
chills, muscle pain, sore throat, and new loss of taste or
smell
Have parents conduct self-assessment of student’s symptoms before the
leave for school.

 If students have any of the following symptoms, they should be
kept at home:
o Fever over 100 °F
o Cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever,
chills, muscle pain, sore throat, and new loss of taste or
smell
If a student shows symptoms at school:
 They will be examined by the nurse and required to return home
 The student will be isolated for 10 days at home

I think or know I had COVID-19, and I had symptoms
You may return to the school after:
 At least 24 hour with no fever without the use of medication
 Overall symptoms have improved
 10 days since symptoms first appeared
I tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptom
If you continue to have no symptoms, you can be with others after:
 10 days have passed since test
For anyone who has been a close contact of a person with COVID-19
 Close contact means less than a 6 foot distance for more than
10-15 minutes
 Anyone who has been in close contact with someone with a
confirmed case of COVID-19 should stay home for 14 days
after exposure.
COVID-19 Tracking and Reporting
 Parents are recommended to report diagnosis to school or
district
 Data collection by the school will assist in identifying spikes in
illnesses
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Cleaning and Disinfecting

Plan

Implement

 What needs to be cleaned?
Some areas within the
building will require a higher
level of cleaning. High-touch
surfaces as in sinks, desks,
and doorknobs/handles
should receive a priority level
of attention with regards to
disinfecting.

 Clean visibly dirty surfaces
with soap and water prior to
disinfecting.

What resources and equipment
are needed?
EPA registered cleaning products
and the PPE necessary to safely
eliminate COVDI-19 will be
identified and purchased.

 Clean or replace air filters
regularly per manufacturer’s
instructions.

 Use the appropriate
cleaning products approved
by the EPA for disinfectant
against COVID-19 and safe
for schools.

 Provide cleaning products for
all classrooms for cleaning
throughout the day

Maintain
 Continue routine
cleaning and
disinfecting. Continue to
make the necessary
adjustments to plans
based on new
information or products.
Routinely disinfect hightough areas at least daily.
 Maintain safe practices
for additional layers of
protection, such as
frequent handwashing,
using face coverings, and
staying home if you are
sick and social distancing.
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Cleaning and Disinfecting
The district has developed procedures to ensure that students are safe within the transition to and from school. The following are the safety
measures being used by the Warrensville Heights City School District.
Cleaning and Sanitizing
 Deep cleaning of facility spaces must be done daily and only when students are not present.
 Clean and sanitize high-contact areas every two hours (i.e. door knobs, bathroom faucets, etc.)
 Clean and sanitize desks, tables and chairs, bus seats, after each use through the use of
disinfectants, wipes, and/or sprayers.
 Require staff and students to wash their hands whenever contaminated (following CDC
handwashing procedures) or use sanitizer at the following times: when arriving and leaving home,
arriving at and leaving school, after playing outside, after having close contact with others, after
using shared surfaces or tools, before and after using restroom, and before and after eating or
preparing foods.
 Provide sanitizer in each classroom and in high traffic/common areas.
 Provide tissues in each classroom and in common areas.
 Ensure students have and keep individual school/art supplies. Teachers should not gather these at
the beginning of year to provide classroom sets.
 Avoid sharing of items that are difficult to disinfect
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Back to School Staggered Start

Full Remote Online Learning
August 26, 2020

Full Day Schedule of Remote Live Teacher
Introduction

August 27, 2020

Begin Remote Learning Schedule

Blended Learning (Hybrid)
August 26, 2020

Full Day Schedule of Remote Live Teacher
Introductions

August 27, 2020

Blue Group ONLY in-person

August 28, 2020

August 31, 2020

Gold Group ONLY in-person
Follow Full Blended Learning Schedule
Monday/Thursday - Blue Group (In-person)
Tuesday/Friday - Gold Group (In-person)
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Resources
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-forschools.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-for-schools.html
Cleveland Clinic – Return to School Amid Covid-19: A Cleveland clinic guide for educators
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/-/scassets/files/org/employer-solutions/covid-19-education-guide.ashx
Ohio Department of Education – Reset and Restart Education: Planning guild for Ohio Schools and Districts
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
Ohio Department of Health

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system
Northeast Ohio Schools Re-Opening Plan (DRAFT #3 7/14/2020)

Appendix A - Return to Learn Allocations

Return to Learn Allocations
K - 8th Ratios are 1:12; PreK Ratios are 1:10
John Dewey
Grade

# of Scholars Teacher Allocations Spots Available

PreK

28

3 -

K

46

4

2

1st

60

5

0

K-2 ED

3

1

Self Contained

5

1

MH/Autism

4

1

146

15

Total

Max Count in Building
2

163

Westwood
Grade

# of Scholars Teacher Allocations Spots Available

2nd

29

3

7

3rd

40

4

8 Max Count in Building

Total

69

7

15

91

Eastwood
Grade

# of Scholars Teacher Allocations Spots Available

4th

45

4

3

5th

43

4

5

3-5 ED

3

Self Contained

1

MH Autism

7

Total

99

Max Count in Building
8

8

115

Middle School
Grade

# of Scholars Teacher Allocations Spots Available

6th

33

3

3

7th

36

3

0

8th

36

3

0

Autism

6

1

ED

6

1

Self-Contained

8

1

MH at HS

8

1

Self-Contained at HS

4

1

137

14

Total

Max Count in Building
3

154

Building Maps with Identified Classrooms for Use for In-Person Learning
John Dewey Elementary

Westwood Elementary

Eastwood Elementary School

Middle School

